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To:  4-H/FFA Members and Parents of Members Enrolled in the Breeding Sheep and Market 
Lamb Projects


Subject: Lamb Tail Docking Policy on Breeding Sheep and Market Lamb Projects for Exhibition 
in 4-H/FFA Events

As we begin another 4-H year, I’d like to share some information regarding our 4-H Breeding Sheep and Market Lamb Projects and our expectations for exhibition during 2008 and the sale of junior show animals. 4-H and FFA are youth development programs that focus on teaching youth responsibility, community service, communications, decision making, and leadership skills through a variety of projects that meet their interests. The subject matter skills taught in these projects are the foundation for youth development and can be of economic, social, and/or personal value to you in the future. 

You may be enrolled in the Breeding Sheep and/or Market Lamb project and need to know the tail docking requirements in the 4-H and FFA youth programs in West Virginia. The WV policy that applies to 4-H and FFA breeding sheep and market lamb projects and the exhibition of these animals by youth at fairs and shows in WV states… 

“Lambs will be accepted for exhibition only if tails are not docked shorter than the level of the distal end of the caudal tail fold. Lambs that are properly docked will have a minimum tail length of .7 inches at show, measured by the approved measurement device, which will be placed against the base of the tail and pin bones . If a market lamb and/or breeding sheep have been eliminated at an official check-in at a 4-H and/or FFA county show, event/activity due to dock length as stated in our current policy they are ineligible for show in any future 4-H and/or FFA market lamb or breeding sheep shows, events or activities.”  

Therefore, you are advised to dock or to purchase lambs docked at the distal end of the caudal tail fold.  At fair time, the minimum standard is 0.7 inches long (if the tail meets the edge of the 0.7-inch recessed line on the measurement device). Do not use the measurement device or 0.7 inches as a guide for docking location.  It is still advised to dock all lambs at the distal end of the caudal fold (American Veterinary Medical Association AVMA, American Sheep Industry ASI, etc.)

The Extension Office has a video on the policy and can loan DeTail Devices to you for checking prospective lambs. It is recommended that exhibitors use the DeTail Device as they search for prospective show animals. If a lamb’s tail does not measure 0.7 inch at weaning, purchasing the lamb for exhibition is not recommended. For lambs that measure between 0.7 and 1.4 (the second line on the measuring device) inches at weaning, the closer the lamb is to the 1.4-inch mark, the more likely the lamb will measure at or greater than the 0.7-inch minimum standard at show time. The 1.4-inch mark is used in selection of lambs at weaning time. Based on data from the five-state study, if a lamb measures 1.4 inches at weaning, the lamb should measure at least 0.7 inch at market weight (99% confidence). The purpose of the 1.4 inch line is to encourage exhibitors and breeders to focus on an area closer to the average tail length of a lamb docked at the distal end of the caudal fold, and not push the envelope of the 0.7 inch line that is the minimum standard. Using the DeTail Device at initial check-in at the start of the project may identify animals that might have problems meeting the 0.7-inch minimum standard at market time. However, making the final official measurement at this time is not recommended because lambs could experience re-docking before show time.
 You can also purchase DeTail Devices by writing: Dr. Jean Woloshuk, Extension Specialist, 4-H Youth Agriculture, 1062 Ag Sci Building, PO Box 6108, Morgantown, WV 26506-6108 or calling 304-293-6131 ext. 4238. The devices are $5.00 if hand carried to your Extension Office or $7.00 if they are mailed from Morgantown. Checks can be made payable to: WVU. You can also purchase the DeTail Devices from Pipestone Vet Clinic through their web site and distribution.  Retail price is $6.00.  The URL for the home page for Pipestone is: www.pipevet.com The URL for the specific page where the device located is: www.pipevet.com/dock.asp?cat=4 

 For more information about the use of the DeTail Device or background information about the lamb tail docking rule, visit this location on the Web: http://www.wvu.edu/~agexten/youth/taildockg.pdf
Here is a description of the proper use of the DeTail Device: With the lamb standing square, place the DeTail Device under the tail, with the tail contained in the trough. Ensure that the flange is in firm contact with the pin bones, the trough is firmly against the base of the tail, and the barrel of the device is held level. Use disinfectant on the device after measuring each sheep. If the end of the tail meets at least the edge of the 0.7-inch recessed line (closest to the lamb, it is deemed to have met the minimum standard).

 Rule Enforcement Protocol: It is recommended that enforcement of the 0.7-inch minimum standard be done at the weigh-in of animals at the show by a three-person committee. One person should be designated to measure all lambs. If the initial measurement identifies a lamb as below the standard, the two other show officials will each make one measurement of the suspect animal. All three measurement officials must agree that the lamb is below the 0.7-inch minimum before the lamb is disqualified from exhibition. 

As a youth livestock producer, you are in a unique position.   While 4-H and FFA livestock projects are a small part of the livestock industry, as a whole, they often are the “window” through which the public sees animal agriculture.  It is essential that the view seen by the general public as a consumer is a positive one. The ethical treatment of animals and the elimination of unethical practices in the show ring are important to our youth programs.  As organizations that promote educational programming with life skills attainment, it is prudent to exemplify ethical treatment of animals and utilize quality management practices.  Everyone involved with youth livestock shows must be responsible stewards of livestock and remember that the focus of these programs is our blue ribbon youth.

If you need more information, pleased contact the WVU Berkeley County Extension Office.  Thanks for your support and cooperation and we look forward to a successful 2007-2008 4-H Year.  
