5/31/11 

BERKELEY-JEFFERSON MASTER GARDENER ASSOCIATION

BOD MINUTES

5-31-2011

Location:  WVU Extension Office, Martinsburg, WV

Present: Clark Dixon, Mary Beth Bennett, Sandra Bernardi , Louise Finch, Eleanor Finn, Lisa Giles Nancy Kautz, Ann Lossman, Anna Nuzzo

Minutes from 4/12/11 BOD meeting approved .  General Meeting minutes from 4/12/11 will be approved at the October 2011 Annual Meeting. 

TREASURER’S REPORT

Current balance as of 5/9/11 $3378.14.  Receipts in April and May totaled $1559.75, disbursements $993.25. A complete Budget Report is appended.

FUNDRAISING/BUDGET COMMITTEE

The Fund raising Committee will explore expanding plant sale participation and  increasing dollar flow.  A Shepherdstown Garden Club, in the same time period, raised over $1500 compared to our $500.

Nancy, Sandra and Anna will review the completed 501-C-3 documents. The paperwork will then be placed on hold to await the finalization of the State process so we can be under their umbrella and save the $400 individual application fee. State recognition as a non-profit is expected within months. The MG brochure may need to include liability language following State guidelines.  In place of scholarships we may have “tuition waivers” or exchanges to bypass onerous paperwork.

2011 MASTER GARDENER COURSE

Louise presented  an outline of the schedule for the MG Class of 2011.  Classes would run from 8/30-11/6/11 at the KFTREC in Kearneysville.  Rebecca MacLeod may be unable to present the soil class and a replacement person is being sought. Newspaper publicity for the class should begin soon.

COMMITTEE INFORMATION 

TRIPS/TOURS

Dorothea reported via email that 21 persons attended the Ladew Gardens trip, beautiful gardens and wonderful weather.  Sixteen people toured Joyce Morningstar’s herb and vegetable gardens and viewed her husband, Lee’s beautiful Iris garden and stonework.  This was followed by a tour of June McIlwain and TJ’s terraced vegetable gardens and a bring your own lunch with beverage and delicious vegetable supplements made by our hosts.

The PA Lavender Festival is June 17-19.  Members are going independently both Fri and Sat.

 Dates of future tours will be sent to all via the MG email address.

EXHIBITS

Plants not sold on Heritage Day, May 7 went to a later Grove Center sale and a few made it to the Dillon Farm Exhibit on 6/4. 10% of Heritage Day plant sale money and all of the Adam Stephen House receipts were set aside for the Grove Center project.

The next Exhibit will be at Bloomin’ Bash, July 9, 2011.  Lisa suggested we set up in the vendor area to promote sales of fundraising items.

Another exhibit opportunity will be at the Food Preservation workshop, Trinity Episcopal Church, Martinsburg July 16 from 9am-1pm.  Melanie Files and Sue Flanagan will be presenters.  There will probably be one table for fundraising, one table of MG “Who we are” information, and another table for beverages and goodies. 

It was decided to charge $5.00 for this workshop. Registration calls will be taken by the Extension Office, fees paid at the door.  Ask Alan Davis if he can do the brochures again this year.

GROVE CENTER PROJECT

$250 for the Grove Center Project has been donated by Friends of Grove Center clients.  Anna will help Nancy setup a subaccount to track Grove Center funds. 

 Louise reported that there needs to be more active involvement of the more able clients. Staff buy-in is needed to encourage client activity.  Friends and Family are writing a grant for a greenhouse and fenced outdoor garden for future use.

 Mary Palmer has designed a potpourri garden, Dan Boward has built  a salad table for  client use in planting.  Both of these activities should be manageable for the more able clients.

RAIN GARDEN

Dan has been doing a well organized job. The garden is being weeded and mulched. Billy Hendrick is constructing a beautiful stone “spillway” to prevent erosion. Extra divisions from the Judicial Center may be used in other rain garden locations.

JOB CORPS

Ann Lossman reported that the garden is ready to go. Four groups of students are planting 15X15 plots with green beans, tomatoes, potatoes and a vegetable of their choice. Marsha made a presentation about soil preparation, Donna did one on poisonous plants. Students are now allowed to remain in the Job Corps for 3 years; there are several return students. More volunteers are needed to assist and to help motivate students.  Need for volunteers will be added to the Help Wanted list.

NEWSLETTER

Sandra prepared an extensive outline for the next Newsletter. Writers were assigned. New articles and photos should be sent to Sandra by June 27.  All PR items should also sent to Mary Palmer.

FOOD PRESERVATION WORKSHOP

Two speakers and the location are set. Organizers are needed.  See information under Exhibits.

TOMATO TASTING

This event requires a Chairperson or it will NOT occur.

COOL SPRINGS FARM

Grand Opening has been postponed until the Fall.  Clark and Eleanor are working with preliminary landscape design. A discussion with other CS participants was held 6/2.  Terracing and rock placement for same will be done soon.  Annual rye will probably be planted to head off erosion until some beds can be planted in the fall. Perennial plant divisions, native plants/shrubs, and groundcover would be happily accepted for this 

project.  The Dolley Madison Garden Club will do the planting.

2011 INTERNATIONAL MG CONFERENCE

At this point only 300 people have signed up for the Conference and 10 for the Eastern Panhandle Tour.  It is hoped these numbers will grow as the date approaches.  22 are needed for the Panhandle Tour to break even.

ANNUAL WV STATE MG MEETING

Jackson’s Mill, May 7, 2001 attended by Clark Dixon.  The State is pursuing non-profit status and details are awaited for that and other items below. State will develop a Risk Management policy for MGs to follow. Liability insurance may be required for events such as Gardening 101 and Food Preservation workshops. Greater supervision may be required for workshops involving children.

Individuals may become part of the State Speakers list. A topic must be planned, delivered locally and approved by the WV Extension to be added to the list.

The WV State Fair will be held in Lewisburg August 12-20.  The gardens have been expanded.  Volunteers are asked to offer 4 hour stints of time. Local hosts are available.

Native Plants and Gardening for Life are new Chapters added to the MG workbook. We hope those Chapters will be available to current MGs.

OLD BUSINESS

Minutes from April and May 2009 were reviewed regarding promotion of member business activity. Business per se, rack cards, flyers, etc. will not be permitted at exhibits.  Promotion of educational aspects, such as gardening presentations at Bloomin’ Bash are ok without promotion of the host business. Sandra will place approved wording in the Standing rules.

RECAP of  Responsibilities for Cool Springs and Peter Burr Farm

During the April 12, 2011 meeting the BJMGA agreed to  assist Cool Springs in an short term advisory capacity to help set up a preliminary landscape plan. Guidelines would be suggested for erosion prevention, planting of pollinator friendly perennials, herbs and native plants. This will be a phased project.

Peter Burr Farm: the Kitchen Garden needs to be redone and labeled. Committee Chair and volunteers needed.

Both of these projects were approved by the BOD and the General meeting.
ACTION ITEMS

1. What is the status of the Cookbook?

2. Food Preservation workshop and Tomato Tasting, Who’s in charge?

3. Volunteers urgently needed for Job Corps. Perhaps this could be an “assigned” class project.

4. A chair for Volunteer Service is needed to track completed hours for MG certification and 501-C-3.

5. Extensive evaluations of Gardening 101 available. Eleanor will review and come up with some common themes in major categories.

Next BOD meeting, Tuesday July 19, 2011   Extension Office, Martinsburg

Submitted, Eleanor Finn, Secretary   June 9, 2011

