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Poster Contest Introduction

There are six subject categories for the 4‑H youth poster contest.  The same rules regarding construction and dates for submission to the State 4‑H Office will apply to all categories (see rules for Dairy for some exceptions). The categories and their purposes are:

	Category
	Purpose

	4-H Promotion
	To increase awareness of the values of 4-H for self and others

	4-H Health, Nutrition, and Food Safety
	To increase awareness of health, nutrition, and food safety

	4-H Litter, Recycling and Environment
	To increase awareness of environmental issues such as litter control, conservation and safe water supply

	4-H Science, Engineering & Technology
	To increase awareness of this important of the mission mandate of the 4-H program. Posters can promote any phase of these areas.

	4-H Dairy
	To show, using an imaginative theme, that milk is an important source of nutrients and to promote the use of milk during June

	4-H Safety
	To increase awareness and understanding of safety issues in the areas including ATV safety, fire prevention and survival, farm safety, water safety, and highway safety


SPECIAL NOTES: 


· The same score sheet will be used for all categories.  Simply check the appropriate category and age division.  

· The new County Registration Form must accompany posters sent to the state office.

· One poster in each subject category and age division may be submitted for state judging, except in 4-H Dairy, which allows three per age division.


General Information
	PURPOSE:
	To increase 4-H member’s awareness of the topics and to give 4-H’ers an opportunity for artistic expression.

	WHO:
	Any current 4-H member, age 9-21 may enter any or all five categories regardless of his/her project enrollment.  No project requirements.

	
	Junior:  
	The 4-H’er must be at least in the 3rd grade and must not have reached his/her 14th birthday before January 1, 2012.

	
	Senior:
	The 4-H’er must be at least 14 years of age and must not have reached his/her 21st birthday on or before January 1, 2012.

	
	It is permissible for two 4-Her’s in the same age division to work as a team on a poster in all categories except Dairy.  In this case be sure both names and both addresses are clearly recorded on the score sheet.  Dairy posters must be constructed by one person only.

	WHEN:
	All posters are to be judged in the county.  The top county poster for each age division per subject area may be sent to Knapp Hall by Friday, March 2, 2012. 
Posters may also be sent with volunteers attending Dance Weekend to give to a State Contact to save on the cost of mailing them.  Please note exception with Dairy.



	WHERE:
	WVU Extension Service, PO Box 6031, Morgantown, WV  26506-6031.


	ORIGINAL WORK:
	All posters must be created by the 4-H members submitting them.  Posters may not contain copyright characters.  Some copyright examples are Snoopy, Garfield, and Disney Characters.

	4-H NAME AND EMBLEM:
	All uses of the 4-H Club Name or Emblem shall be consistent with the educational purposes, character-building objectives, and dignity of the 4-H program and the 4-H Club Name or Emblem shall be given a position of prominence.  It is not permissible to superimpose any letter, design, or object on the 4-H Club Emblem, or to materially alter its intended shape.

	MATERIALS:
	Posters should be of standard poster board.

	SIZE:
	All posters must be 22” X 14”.  (This is one-half of a full sheet of poster board).

	POSTERS WITH COPYRIGHT CHARACTERS, OR WRONG SIZE, OR WITH THE IMPROPER USE OF THE 4-H NAME AND EMBLEM WILL NOT BE JUDGED.  Screening at the county level is important to avoid the return of ineligible posters.

	TIPS:  The following are suggestions, not rules, to help members make better posters.



	
	· Materials:  possible materials to use on the poster board are: markers, pasted-on construction paper or fabric (flat), paint, press-on letters, or stenciled letters (filled in).  Colors show up better on the rough side of the poster board.

· Fill the page with one or more simple shapes, drawn with bold lines and bright colors.

· The fewer the words, the better.   Always use fewer than ten words.

· Plan your design on scrap paper.  Don’t put your drawing dead center, but do have balance in your design.  Use ideas from magazines, books, or billboards on how to arrange your poster.  Put movement into the poster with diagonals, curves or perspective. Or, use the Rule of Thirds.

· Rule of Thirds: Draw two lines top to bottom that divide your poster into thirds.  Then draw two lines side to side that divide it into thirds.  Choose a point where the lines cross.  This is the place to begin or the center of interest.
· Neatness counts.  Draw your picture lightly with pencil before you draw it with marker or paint.  Draw guidelines for letters.  Don’t let pencil lines show.
· Space:  For the reader to see a single simple idea, everything should be as close together as possible. 
· Space between letters
· Space between words
· Space between lines
· Space between words and art
· Margins:  Leave at least one inch on each side.  This space becomes PROTECTED PROPERTY.  Nothing goes in the margin.


	DISPLAY AND AWARDS
	All Dairy posters will be displayed at the WV Dairy Cattle Show and Festival at WVU Jackson’s Mill. All other posters will be returned to the county upon completion of the judging.  Counties are encouraged to display the posters at appropriate local functions for maximum visibility.

	
	All entries will receive a special West Virginia 4-H Poster Certificate and appropriate ribbon award. We will also display the gold ribbon posters at Jackson’s Mill during the summer and all posters will be exhibited at the WV State Fair.


	NOTE:
	Counties will please refrain from posting award stickers or ribbons on posters that are forwarded to the state for judging.
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State 4‑H Contact:  Jean Woloshuk

PURPOSE:
To show that milk is an important source of nutrients.  Use of posters to promote the use of milk during June, dairy month.  Posters should be developed around a theme.  Youth should use their imaginations.

WHO:
Any current 4‑H member.  Posters made by more than one person (group posters) are not acceptable for state competition.
There are three age categories and as of January 1, 2012:  3rd grade to 12 years; 12‑14 years; and 15‑21 years.

Posters will not be accepted if they are larger than 22" x 14".  (This is one‑half of a full sheet of poster board.)

WHEN:
State judging will be in March.  Entries should be sent to Jean Woloshuk postmarked no later than Friday, March 2, 2012.

WHERE:
Jean Woloshuk, WVU Extension Service, 1062 Ag. Sci. Bldg; Morgantown, WV 26506‑6108.

COUNTY RESPONSIBILITIES:

1.
Conduct an educational program in the county. Posters should be judged by a group of judges in the county.  Select three county winners in each age group.

2.
Display posters in prominent locations in the county during the month of June.  Possibilities include store windows, libraries, schools, shopping malls, etc.

3.       Be sure each winning poster has a blank score sheet attached.  Please refrain from
Posting award stickers or other awards or ribbons on posters that are forwarded for state judging.

                         4.
Send the three winning posters in each age group to: Jean Woloshuk, WVU Extension Service, 1062 Ag. Sci. Bldg; Morgantown, WV 26506‑6108.

DISPLAY AND AWARDS:

1.
Each member displaying a poster in the state contest will receive a ribbon.  The state winner in each of the three age categories will receive a homemade ice cream freezer.  The freezers will be awarded at the West Virginia Dairy Cattle Show and Festival. 4‑H poster certificates will be awarded to all entries. (Awards contingent upon 2012 budget allocation).
2.
All posters in the state contest will be displayed at the West Virginia Dairy Cattle Show and Festival in August.  Posters will be returned after the show.

ALL ENTRIES MUST HAVE SCORE SHEET (TOP PORTION COMPLETED)
ATTACHED TO BACK OF POSTER.
Programs and activities offered by the West Virginia University Extension Service are available to all persons without regard to race, color, 
sex, disability, religion, age, veteran status, political beliefs, sexual orientation, national origin, and marital or family status.

Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension work, Acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in cooperation with the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture. Director, Cooperative Extension Service, West Virginia University.
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Poster Contest Registration Form
County__________________________
Contact Person & Phone______________________________

	4-H Promotion
	Name
	Age as of 01/01/12
	Birthdate

	Junior Division
(at least in 3rd grade and must not have reached his/her 14th birthday on or before 01/01/12)
	1.
	
	

	Senior  Division
(at least 14 years of age and must not have reached his/her 21st birthday on or before 01/01/12)
	1.
	
	

	4-H Health, Nutrition, and Food Safety
	Name
	Age as of 01/01/12
	Birthdate

	Junior Division
(at least in 3rd grade and must not have reached his/her 14th birthday on or before 01/01/12)
	1.
	
	

	Senior  Division
(at least 14 years of age and must not have reached his/her 21st birthday on or before 01/01/12)
	1.
	
	

	4-H SCIENCE, ENGINEERING &  TECHNOLOGY 
	Name
	Age as of 01/01/12
	Birthdate

	Junior Division
(at least in 3rd grade and must not have reached his/her 14th birthday on or before 01/01/12)
	1.
	
	

	Senior  Division
(at least 14 years of age and must not have reached his/her 21st birthday on or before 01/01/12)
	1.
	
	

	4-H Litter, Recycling and Environment
	Name
	Age as of 01/01/12
	Birthdate

	Junior Division
(at least in 3rd grade and must not have reached his/her 14th birthday on or before 01/01/12)
	1.
	
	

	Senior  Division
(at least 14 years of age and must not have reached his/her 21st birthday on or before 01/01/12)
	1.
	
	

	4-H Safety
	Name
	Age as of 01/01/12
	Birthdate

	Junior Division
(at least in 3rd grade and must not have reached his/her 14th birthday on or before 01/01/12)
	1.
	
	

	Senior  Division
(at least 14 years of age and must not have reached his/her 21st birthday on or before 01/01/12)
	1.
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Poster Contest Registration Form (continued)
County__________________________
Contact Person & Phone______________________________

	4-H Dairy
	Name
	Age as of 01/01/12
	Birthdate

	3rd Grade to 12 yrs
(at least in 3rd grade and must not have reached his/her 12th birthday on or before 01/01/12)
	1.
	
	

	
	2.
	
	

	
	3.
	
	

	12-14 Years
(at least 12 years of age and must not have reached his/her 15th birthday on or before 01/01/12)
	1.
	
	

	
	2.
	
	

	
	3.
	
	

	15-21 Years
(at least 15 years of age and must not have reached his/her 21st birthday on or before 01/01/12)
	1.
	
	

	
	2.
	
	

	
	3.
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DAIRY POSTER CONTEST SCORE SHEET 
Complete the top portion and paste or tape this score sheet on the back upper right corner of your poster.
Please Print:[image: image1]
Name                      
Address


County

Name of Club

Age on Jan. 1, 2012
Birthdate




Division:  (Jr.
( Sr.


Dairy Division: 
(3rd Grade to 11 yrs.  
(12-14 yrs.  
(15-21 yrs.

 (Team participants must both be in same age division; teams are not accepted in Dairy.) 

        

	FACTORS FOR SCORING on a scale of  6-10 (10 being excellent)
	10
	9
	8
	7
	6

	Originality of message and design
	
	
	
	
	

	Poster attracts attention
	
	
	
	
	

	Focuses interest on one idea
	
	
	
	
	

	Message brief and easily understood
	
	
	
	
	

	Use of factual information
	
	
	
	
	

	Poster well balanced and neatly done
	
	
	
	
	

	Size in accordance with contest rules
	
	
	
	
	

	Neat, easily read lettering
	
	
	
	
	

	Complimentary color combinations 
	
	
	
	
	

	Use of proper construction materials as defined in contest rules
	
	
	
	
	         


	           Score Summary
	Comments

	             x 10 =
	
	

	             x   9 =
	
	

	             x   8 =
	
	

	             x   7 =
	
	

	             x   6 =
	
	

	Total Score  =
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POSTER CONTEST SCORE SHEET 
Complete the top portion and paste or tape this score sheet on the back upper right corner of your poster.
Please Print:
Name
Address


County

Name of Club

Age on Jan. 1, 2012
Birthdate
4-H Promotion ___________
4-H Heath ___________
4-H Litter ___________

4-H SET _____________
4-H Safety ___________-
Division:  (Jr.
( Sr. 

(Team participants must both be in same age division.) 

        

	FACTORS FOR SCORING on a scale of  6-10 (10 being excellent)
	10
	9
	8
	7
	6

	Originality of message and design
	
	
	
	
	

	Poster attracts attention
	
	
	
	
	

	Focuses interest on one idea
	
	
	
	
	

	Message brief and easily understood
	
	
	
	
	

	Use of factual information
	
	
	
	
	

	Poster well balanced and neatly done
	
	
	
	
	

	Size in accordance with contest rules
	
	
	
	
	

	Neat, easily read lettering
	
	
	
	
	

	Complimentary color combinations 
	
	
	
	
	

	Use of proper construction materials as defined in contest rules
	
	
	
	
	         


	           Score Summary
	Comments

	             x 10 =
	
	

	             x   9 =
	
	

	             x   8 =
	
	

	             x   7 =
	
	

	             x   6 =
	
	

	Total Score  =
	
	


The tag below is to be used for entries in the four state wide poster contests, but not in Dairy. Dairy will continue to use the score sheet found on the previous page.

West Virginia 4-H Poster Contest
Name                                                    

County ______________________
Division:   Junior        Senior

Contest: 4-H Promotion ____ 4-H Health ___ 4-H Litter ___ 4-H SET ___ 4-H Litter ___
West Virginia 4-H Poster Contest
Name                                                    

County ______________________
Division:   Junior        Senior

Contest: 4-H Promotion ____ 4-H Health ___ 4-H Litter ___ 4-H SET ___ 4-H Litter ___

West Virginia 4-H Poster Contest
Name                                                    

County ______________________
Division:   Junior        Senior

Contest: 4-H Promotion ____ 4-H Health ___ 4-H Litter ___ 4-H SET ___ 4-H Litter ___

West Virginia 4-H Poster Contest
Name                                                    

County ______________________
Division:   Junior        Senior

Contest: 4-H Promotion ____ 4-H Health ___ 4-H Litter ___ 4-H SET ___ 4-H Litter ___

West Virginia 4-H Poster Contest
Name                                                    

County ______________________
Division:   Junior        Senior

Contest: 4-H Promotion ____ 4-H Health ___ 4-H Litter ___ 4-H SET ___ 4-H Litter ___

West Virginia 4-H Poster Contest

Name                                                    

County ______________________
Division:   Junior        Senior

Contest: 4-H Promotion ____ 4-H Health ___ 4-H Litter ___ 4-H SET ___ 4-H Litter ___

West Virginia 4-H Poster Contest

Name                                                    

County ______________________
Division:   Junior        Senior

Contest: 4-H Promotion ____ 4-H Health ___ 4-H Litter ___ 4-H SET ___ 4-H Litter ___

This score sheet is to be used for those posters submitted in the Dairy Poster Contest. Please find the name tag for the other poster contests in this section of the event packet.









